


[image: ]Dane County Landlord Purchase
2026 Guidelines and Applications for Financing FAQ
08-06-26

Dane County
Department of Human Services




General

1.	Clarify as to whether something like this could be operated in the City of Madison.
Yes, the City of Madison has a zoning district, Mission Camp, which allows the Mission Camp use.  Mission Camps are a permitted if owned, operated, or funded by the City of Madison. If not, they are required to get a conditional use approval from Plan Commission. Mission Camps can be operated by a nonprofit, religious institution, or governmental entity. Mission Camp is defined in the zoning code as:

“Mission Camp. A facility owned, operated, or funded by a non-profit organization, religious institution, or governmental entity that provides a campground area where individuals may live temporarily or permanently in tents or other portable shelter units. The use may also include the provision of meals, worship services, or other supportive services. (MGO 28.211)”

In addition, the rules that specifically apply to Mission Camps are:
“(a) The use shall be operated by a religious institution, nonprofit organization, or a governmental entity. 
(b) The Mission Camp use shall be permitted if owned, operated, or funded by the City of Madison. Conditional use approval is required for Mission Camp uses owned, operated, or funded by entities other than the City of Madison. 
(c) An appropriate transition area between the use and adjacent property may be required. 
(d) The owner or operator shall submit a Management Plan to the Zoning Administrator for the facility prior to issuance of a zoning certificate: 
1. Required management plan contents: contact information for the owner or operator of the campground, site plan showing tent or portable shelter unit locations, roads and/or paths, accessory buildings, parking, bicycle parking, storage of belongings, trash storage/removal, transportation support, and a severe weather plan. 
2. Recommended management plan contents: contact information for individuals living at the campground. 
(e) Any changes to the Management Plan must be filed with the Zoning Administrator. 
(f) Open, recreational and warming fires are prohibited. Cooking fires contained in manufactured cooking devices, such as a grill or hibachi, are permitted. 
(g) The owner or operator shall obtain a campground permit pursuant to Wis. Admin Code Chapter ATCP 79, if applicable. (MGO 28.151)”
Eligible Projects

1.	May one award support two coordinated parcels, or does the County prefer both components on one parcel?

Applicants may submit multiple proposals, but only one project may be included in each application. A project is defined as a site or multiple sites, together with any buildings to be located on the site(s) that are under common ownership, management, and financing and will be completed as a single undertaking.


2.	Are tiny sleeping cabins, a central restroom/shower/laundry building, utilities, access roads, site preparation, storage, and service space eligible capital costs?

The capital funds available for this funding opportunity are for acquisition for purchase of land only, which may include existing structures. Funds are not authorized for the development or installation of any new or renovated buildings or structures, such as sleeping cabins, restroom/shower/laundry building, utilities, access road, site preparation, storage, and service space.


3.	What County ownership and lease-back structure should be assumed, and what financial information is required before a specific site is identified?

Details of the land lease will be negotiated between the awardee and the County. Additional financial information may be requested after the award is made. Initial applications for the proposed project must indicate what sources of financing have already been secured or will be committed to the project. Applications should address project readiness including a proposed timeline for project from award acceptance to project completion and demonstrate financial viability. Financial structure of proposed project that reflects maximized available resources, financial feasibility of proposal, financial strength of applicant (may include proof of funds letter from applicants’ financial institution confirming applicants account relationship and financial standing), and includes reasonable pro forma assumption and projections for the project. 
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